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Dr Niamatullah Ibrahimi (Senior Lecturer in International 
Relations at La Trobe University).

Religious fundamentalism and nationalism are seemingly 
incompatible ideologies. The former seeks to transcend ethnic 
and national boundaries while the latter reflects the aspirations 
and interests of a particular national or ethnic community. 
Despite this, there is a growing trend of religiously nationalist 
movements across the world that combine nationalist fervour 
with an extremist interpretation of religion to inflict violence 
on members of other groups. 
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