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DECEMBER 2017
Ben Rich

Islamic Studies Series
SECURITISING IDENTITY

The Case of the Saudi State

BEN RICH is a lecturer
in international relations,
security studies and
Middle East politics
at Curtin University,
Western Australia. His
research focuses on
Persian-Arabian Gulf
geopolitics, terrorism
and political violence
and the use of identity in
authoritarian governance.

Why has the relationship between the state and the Islamic
revivalist movement known commonly as ‘Wahhabism’
persisted under Saudi rule since 1744? In Securitising
Identity Ben Rich traces the symbiosis between these
two entities across three distinct periods of Saudi rule
over the past four centuries, showcasing the consistent
conditions, patterns of behaviour and political logics
that surround their interplay. Collectively, these reveal
a recurrent tendency in which the state paradoxically
offers protections to the preservation of revivalism while
generating threats against this same religious identity
in order to ensure its hold on power. Such a pattern, he
argues, not only transcends all discrete periods of Saudi
rule, but also manifests regardless of the conservative
or progressive nature of a particular administration.
Understanding such a pattern not only helps to explain
why Saudi Arabia today remains a source of regional
sectarianism, but also how such an idiomatic ideology has
endured in the face of high modernity and why the state
it is likely to struggle in its ongoing quest to open itself
further to a diverse and pluralistic world.
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DECEMBER 2017
Mehal Krayem

Islamic Studies Series
HEROES, VILLAINS AND THE
MUSLIM EXCEPTION
Muslim and Arab Men in Australian Crime
Drama

MEHAL KRAYEM
completed a PhD in
Communications at
University of Technology
Sydne. She is a researcher
and academic concerned
with race, gender and
religion. Mehal’s current
research projects tackle
issues of bystander racism,
as well as immigration
and social cohesion. She
teaches in social and
political science and is cofounder of Sajjeling.com.

Heroes, Villains and the Muslim Exception explores recent
crime drama film and television depictions of Arab and
Muslim men in Australia. It examines the representation
of three Australian productions: East West 101, The
Combination and Cedar Boys. Since 2007 Australia has
seen a notable increase in the inclusion of Arab and
Muslim male characters in various serials and films, but
what do these inclusions mean for the place of Arab
and Muslim men in Australia today? This book seeks to
understand how these representations are constructed
and whether they are as progressive and edgy as producers
and media responses would suggest. This book explores
the extent to which cultural productions such as East West
101, The Combination and Cedar Boys open up a space
for new understandings of the place of Arab and Muslim
Australians in contemporary Australia. Importantly it
considers the role of the Special Broadcasting Service in
the plight of anti-racism.
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OCTOBER 2016

Islamic Studies Series

Riaz Hassan

INDIAN MUSLIMS

Struggling for Equality of Citizenship

PROFESSOR RIAZ
HASSAN has published
extensively on Muslim
societies in an academic
career that has spanned
more than 40 years. He is
the author of Faithlines:
Muslim Conceptions
of Islam and Society,
and co-editor of The
Cambridge Handbook of
Social Sciences in Australia
and Local and Global:
Social Transformation in
Southeast Asia.

Research shows that Indian Muslims experience higher
levels of development and equity deficits. Indian Muslims
are also predicted to become the largest Muslim population
in the world by 2050. This increase in numbers might
exacerbate their relative deprivation, creating a disjunction
between India’s constitutional promises of ‘equality
of opportunity’ for citizens of a secular democracy—
including for minorities—and the existential reality.
This will create social and political conditions that could
undermine the stability of the country’s democracy and
make Indian Muslims a security threat, which would have
not only national but also global ramifications. This book
examines the struggle for equality of citizenship of Indian
Muslims in light of the release of the Sachar Committee
report of 2006, which sparked widespread awareness
of socioeconomic disparity and exclusion of religious
minorities in India, especially Muslims. The contributors
are some of the most eminent social scientists in the fields
of applied economics, politics, sociology and demography
who work on Indian issues.
The Indian state and its political infrastructure have been
relatively successful thus far in countering the challenges
presented by the diversity of its population. India therefore
has the capacity and the ability to deal with these new
challenges, given the political and collective will.
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JUNE 2016
Vivian Gerrand

Islamic Studies Series
POSSIBLE SPACES OF
SOMALI BELONGING
What happens when Somalis migrate to countries with
which they have few cultural ties? What helps Somalis to
feel at home in their new Western countries of residence?
Possible Spaces of Somali Belonging explores representations
of Somali resettlement to understand the mechanics of
contemporary belonging and the challenges faced by
Western societies as they attempt to ‘integrate’ Somali
migrants. How do particular representations contribute
to or detract from Somali belonging?

VIVIAN GERRAND is
an Honorary Fellow and
Associate Member of the
Research Unit in Public
Cultures, School of Culture
and Communication,
at the University of
Melbourne. With interests
in citizenship, imagemaking and migration,
her PhD explored
representations of Somali
belonging in Australia
and Italy. In 2015 she was
a Postdoctoral Fellow at
the European University
Institute.

In the contexts of Australia and Italy-taken as case
studies-Somalis are marginalised in different ways.
With a multi-disciplinary approach, this book examines
different forms of Somali representation in Australia and
Italy that engender a sense of belonging and expands
exclusive definitions of nationhood.
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DECEMBER 2015
Nora Amath

Islamic Studies Series
THE PHENOMENOLOGY OF
COMMUNITY ACTIVISM
Muslim Civil Society Organisations in Australia

NORA AMATH completed
her PhD at Griffith University,
looking at how Muslim
civil society organisations
have responded to the
socio-political context in
Australia. Nora’s academic
interest includes Muslims
in the West, the sociology
of Islam and community
development. She is also
highly active in human
rights advocacy, community
work and international
development, including
interfaith understanding,
and has received a number of
awards for her efforts.

The Phenomenology of Community Activism explores
how MCSOs have responded to the challenges of the
Australian socio-political context, the perceived impact
of these experiences, and how Islam is manifested within
the contexts of these experiences. In contrast to much
publicised jihadist and radical groups, MCSOs are far
more representative of Muslim communities and integral
to the long-term position of Islam in Australia. This book
offers researchers, policy makers and those engaged in
community development a rich understanding of Muslim
community building, engagement and agency.
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FEBRUARY 2016
Angus McIntyre

Islamic Studies Series
IMAM SAMUDRA’S REVENGE

On the evening of 12 October 2002 two suicide bombers
detonated bombs inside Paddy’s Pub and in front of the
Sari Club in Kuta, one of Bali’s main tourist districts.
Two hundred and two people were killed including
eighty-eight Australians and thirty-eight Indonesians.
The ‘field coordinator’ of this terrorist operation was the
Bantenese Abdul Aziz alias Imam Samudra, who was
later executed for his role in the attacks.

ANGUS MCINTYRE is
an Honorary Associate
at La Trobe University
and a Visiting Fellow
in the Department of
Political and Social
Change at the Australian
National University. In
the years 2009-2012, he
worked with colleagues
on an Australian
Research Council
Discovery Project
concerning the origins
and development
of Islamic terrorist
behaviour in Indonesia.
His contribution to
this joint endeavour
eventually took shape as
this work.

Imam Samudra’s Revenge examines why Samudra
bombed nightclubs in Bali paying due regard to the
social and political context provided by both his
experiences as a youthful member of the Darul Islam
movement in Indonesia and Pakistan, and the outbreak
of religious violence in Indonesia from 1999. Yet these
same factors also influenced his colleagues within the
extremist Islamist group Jema’ah Islamiyah, and they
strongly disapproved of his actions in Bali. Therefore, it
is also important to consider Samudra’s personality; and,
more particularly, his proneness to humiliation which
led him via the vengeful ideology of global jihadism to
embrace terrorism in Bali.
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JULY 2015
Amelia Johns

Islamic Studies Series
BATTLE FOR THE FLAG

Ten years after the Cronulla riots, the violence,
racism and branding of young bodies with signs
and symbols of Australian nationalism, along with
the reprisal attacks by Lebanese-Australian youth,
continues to inflame discussions about race relations
in Australia, with many conversations shifting away
from ideas of multiculturalism and cultural diversity
towards patriotism, localism, security and fear of the
(predominantly) Muslim ‘Other’.

DR AMELIA JOHNS is
a Research Fellow at the
Centre for Citizenship
and Globalisation, Deakin
University. Her work
has been published in
Continuum: Journal of
Media and Culture, and
will also be appearing
in a forthcoming book,
Critical Youth Studies
for the 21st Century. Her
current research reflects an
interest in young people’s
experiences of new media
as spaces where social and
cultural identity, citizenship
and experiences of
embodiment are resituated
and transformed.

Battle for the Flag contextualises and challenges the
narrative by drawing upon participant observation
and interviews conducted with local residents of
diverse backgrounds. By paying attention to the
voices of bystanders and those involved, the riot is
identified as an unstable and fluid formation, where
the Australian flag, the beach and whiteness itself was
co-opted into a much more contingent, contested and
subcultural formation than hitherto described.
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JUNE 2014

Islamic Studies Series

Adel Abdel Ghafar, Brenton
Clark & Jessie Moritz

THE CONTEMPORARY
MIDDLE EAST

Revolution or Reform?

ADEL ABDEL GHAFAR
is a PhD scholar at the
Centre for Arab and
Islamic Studies (the
Middle East and Central
Asia) at the Australian
National University.
BRENTON CLARK and
JESSIE MORITZ are PhD
scholars at the Centre
for Arab and Islamic
Studies (the Middle East
and Central Asia) at
the Australian National
University.

This lucid and timely volume sheds a sober and thoughtprovoking light on the immense social and political
changes that have taken place in the Middle East and
North Africa over recent years. A range of emerging
scholars and established academics at the cutting edge
of their fields provide interpretations challenging
conventional assumptions relating to governance, social
placidity, the use of social media, state-driven reform,
and the role of traditionally marginalised groups in
these strategically vital regions.
This volume offers a strong response to the often
misinformed and underdeveloped mainstream
conceptions of revolutionary change and reform in the
Middle East and North Africa. Seeking to recast and reevaluate the paradigms used to interpret change in the
Arab, Persian and Turkish worlds, the chapters in this
volume will spark debate and provide much needed
clarity to the current issues rocking the Middle East and
North Africa.
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FEBRUARY 2014
Ghena Krayem

Islamic Studies Series
ISLAMIC FAMILY LAW
IN AUSTRALIA
To Recognise Or Not To Recognise

DR GHENA KRAYEM
is a lecturer at the Faculty
of Law, University of
Sydney. Since 2000,
Ghena has been a legal
academic teaching in the
areas of constitutional
law, public law and legal
ethics. She has researched
and published in many
areas to do with Islam
in Australia, particularly
focusing on Muslim
women and Islamic
family law. Ghena is a
regular commentator on
the Muslim community
in Australia and is also a
registered Family Dispute
Resolution Practitioner.

In recent years, all over the western world, a conversation
has begun about the role of Islamic law or Shariah in
secular liberal democratic states. Often this has focused
on the area of family law, including matters of marriage
and divorce. Islamic Family Law in Australia considers
this often-controversial issue through the lens of
multiculturalism and legal pluralism. Primarily, its main
objective is to clarify the arguments that have been made
recently.
In both Australia and overseas, debates have occurred
which have been both controversial and divisive, but
have rarely been informed by any detailed analysis of
how Muslim communities in these countries are actually
dealing with family law issues. Islamic Family Law in
Australia responds to this need for accurate information
by presenting the findings of the first empirical study
exploring how Australian Muslims resolve their family law
matters. Through the words of religious and community
leaders as well as ordinary Australian Muslims, the book
questions the assumption that accommodating the needs
of Australian Muslims requires the establishment of a
separate and parallel legal system.
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JUNE 2013
Abdullah Saeed &
Helen McCue

Islamic Studies Series
FAMILY LAW AND AUSTRALIAN
MUSLIM WOMEN
This book is a collection of essays that aims to identify the
multitude of ways in which Australian Muslim women
negotiate both Australian Family Law and Islamic
Family Law in the key areas of marriage, divorce, child
custody, property settlement and inheritance. The book
also seeks to provide a timely and significant insight
into the various legal, cultural and social processes that
Australian Muslim women use when disputes in these
key areas arise.

DR HELEN MCCUE is
an Honorary Fellow at
the National Centre of
Excellence for Islamic
Studies at Melbourne
University.
ABDULLAH SAEED
was born in the
Maldives and holds
degrees from Australia
and overseas. He has
a BA in Arab/Islamic
Studies from Saudi
Arabia, MA in Applied
Linguistics and PhD
in Islamic Studies
from the University of
Melbourne, Australia.
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JUNE 2013
Riaz Hassan

Islamic Studies Series
ISLAM AND SOCIETY

Sociological Explorations

RIAZ HASSAN is
Emeritus Professor of
Sociology at Flinders
University and Visiting
Research Professor at
the Institute of South
Asian Studies National
University of Singapore.
He has also held academic
appointments at the
University of California
Los Angeles and Yale
University. He was a
Fulbright Scholar at the
Ohio State University,
from which he received
his PhD in sociology. He
is a Fellow of the Academy
of the Social Sciences in
Australia and a Member of
the Order of Australia.

The central focus of this volume is to explore and highlight
the nexus between the ideology of Islam and social and
cultural milieus with the aim of reconceptualising the sacred
as a socially constructed reality and not a transcendental
supernatural phenomenon. From this perspective, human
agency and society become the main focus for shaping,
perpetuating and institutionalising religious beliefs,
ideas and practices, opening up space for empirical and
sociological analyses of religious phenomena.
The seven essays in this volume seek to explore and examine
some of the key debates in contemporary sociology of
Islam. The topics explored are:
• Social factors in the origins of Islam
• Social theory and Muslim society
• Islam and politics in South Asia
• Muslim piety
• Anti-Semitism
• The social foundations of Muhammad’s prophetic mission,
with a special reference to Arab historical memory and the
role of his first wife Khadija bint Khuwaylid
• The barriers to social inclusion of Australian Muslims in
Australian society
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FEBRUARY 2013
Eulalia Han &
Halim Rane

Islamic Studies Series
MAKING AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN
POLICY ON ISRAEL-PALESTINE
Media Coverage, Public Opinion and Interest
Groups

DR HALIM RANE is
the Deputy Director
of the Griffith Islamic
Research Unit and
a Senior Lecturer in
Islamic Studies, Griffith
University.

Based on extensive research of Australian media
coverage, public opinion, interest groups as well as indepth interviews with current and former diplomats and
politicians, this book provides a unique insight into the
policy making process in regards to one of the world’s
most enduring and volatile dilemmas.
Making Australian Foreign Policy on Israel-Palestine is a
must read for anyone concerned about how social forces
influence policy making and the impact this has on
Australia’s response to world affairs.

DR EULALIA HAN is
a Research Fellow at the
Energy Studies Institute,
National University of
Singapore.
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Islamic Studies Series

JUNE 2012
Benjamin Isakhan,
Fethi Mansouri &
Shahram Akbarzadeh

THE ARAB REVOLUTIONS
IN CONTEXT
Civil Society and Democracy in a Changing
Middle East

BENJAMIN ISAKHAN is
Australian Research Council
Discovery (DECRA)
Research Fellow at the
Centre for Citizenship and
Globalization at Deakin
University, Australia.
FETHI MANSOURI is
Director of the Centre
for Citizenship and
Globalization and is the
editor of the Journal
of Intercultural Studies
(Routledge).
SHAHRAM
AKBARZADEH is Deputy
Director (International)
of the Alfred Deakin
Institute for Citizenship
and Globalisation at Deakin
University.

From late 2010 a series of dramatic and unprecedented
events swept across the Middle East and North Africa,
toppling several autocratic regimes that had held power
for decades and ushering in a new climate of dissent and
democratisation. The Arab Revolutions in Context seizes
a unique opportunity to reflect on these seismic events,
their causes and consequences, and the core issues facing
the region as it moves forward. This volume is more than
a collection of detailed thematic essays.
It situates the Arab Revolutions within their broader
contextual backgrounds—showing that a unique set of
historical events, as well as local, regional and global
dynamics, has converged to provide the catalyst that
triggered the recent revolts-and also within a new
conceptual framework. The argument here is that
the Arab Revolutions pose a very specific challenge
to conventional wisdom concerning democracy and
democratisation in the Middle East. The Arab Revolutions
in Context is the first volume of its kind to address the
Arab Revolutions and the varying analyses, debates and
discussions that they have stimulated.
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JANUARY 2012

Islamic Studies Series

Rebecca Barlow

WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS
AND THE MUSLIM QUESTION
Iran’s One Million Signatures Campaign

REBECCA BARLOW is
a Research Associate for
the Asia Institute at the
University of Melbourne.
She has worked as a
researcher and associate
lecturer for both the
University of Melbourne
and Monash University
since 2006. In 2007 she was
selected to attend the Nobel
Women’s Initiative’s first
international conference,
Women Redefining Peace
in the Middle East and
Beyond. She has worked
for the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA)
and has been published in a
range of publications.

Women’s Human Rights and the Muslim Question
shows how Muslim women have made meaningful
contributions to the development of the international
framework on gender equality and women’s rights. An
investigation into the women’s movement of Iran offers
a practical grounding for this argument, and presents
unprecedented findings on how ideological divisions
along secular and religious lines have been worked in
favour of a rights-based framework for change.
The book presents a comprehensive synthesis and
analysis of the campaign material of the women’s
movement ‘Change for Equality Campaign’—one of the
most progressive and sophisticated movements in the
Middle East/Central Asia.
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JANUARY 2012

Islamic Studies Series

Fethi Mansouri
& Vince Marotta

MUSLIMS IN THE WEST AND THE
CHALLENGES OF BELONGING

FETHI MANSOURI is
director of the Centre
for Citizenship and
Globalisation and holds
a chair in Migration and
Intercultural Relations,
School of International and
Political Studies, Deakin
University.

Sensational reporting by the media has led to attitudes
that racialise Muslims and frame them as potential
threats to national security, placing them outside the
circle of trustworthy citizenship. Muslims in the West are
increasingly confronted with the pressure of conforming
to dominant core values and accepting ‘mere tolerance’
from society, or else risk exclusion and even hostility
when exercising their rights to maintain diverse cultural
norms and religious practices.
Muslims in the West and the Challenges of Belonging offers
not only rigourous accounts of current difficulties, but
also new thinking and deeper understanding about race
relations and intercultural engagement in multicultural
societies. It explores the increasing visibility of Muslim
migrants in the West and the implications this has for
multicultural co-existence, cultural representations,
belonging and inclusive citizenship.

VINCE MAROTTA is a
senior lecturer in sociology
at Deakin University, the
managing editor of the
Journal of Intercultural
Studies and co-convener of
the Migration, Ethnicity and
Multiculturalism thematic
group within the Australian
Sociological Association.
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JUNE 2011
Richard Pennell, Pam Pryde
& Emmett Stinson

RICHARD PENNELL is an
associate professor in the
History Department at the
University of Melbourne.
He has a BA in Arabic
and Spanish and a PhD in
Islamic History.

BANNING ISLAMIC
BOOKS IN AUSTRALIA

In 2005, the Australian Federal Police referred eight
Islamic books to the Australian Classification Board.
The goal was to secure a ban of the books, all of which
were alleged to advocate ‘terrorist acts’. After nearly
a year of review, and intense public debate, two of the
books were refused classification and effectively banned
in a move that would have severe repercussions for
librarians, scholars, authors and the state of free speech
in Australia.
Banning Islamic Books in Australia examines the cultural
and political contexts that led up to the ban, and the
content of the books themselves in an attempt to
determine what it was that made them seem so dangerous.
It also documents the unintended consequences of the
ban on library collections and academic freedom, and
how this in turn affects free speech in contemporary
Australia.

PAM PRYDE is curator
of Special Collections in
the Baillieu Library at the
University of Melbourne
and treasurer for the
Bibliographical Society
of Australia and New
Zealand.
EMMETT STINSON is
a lecturer in the School
of Humanities and Social
Science at the University
of Newcastle. He was a
Lecturer in the Publishing
and Communications
program at the University
of Melbourne (2010-14).
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JUNE 2011
Amin Saikal

AMIN SAIKAL is
Professor of Political
Science and Director
of the Centre for Arab
and Islamic Studies (the
Middle East and Central
Asia) at the Australian
National University. He is
the author of numerous
works on the Middle East,
Central Asia, and Russia
He was awarded the
Order of Australia (AM)
in January 2006 for his
services to international
community and education
as well as an advisor and
author.

Islamic Studies Series
THE AFGHANISTAN CONFLICT
AND AUSTRALIA’S ROLE
A decade after the US-led invasion of Afghanistan in
October 2001, the country continues to face a growing
insurgency and crises of governance. The Afghanistan
Conflict and Australia’s Role tackles a number of
critical dimensions—politics, society, military, and
reconstruction—of this conflict from a range of
perspectives.
This book unpacks the nature and complexity of the
conflict at national and international levels. It makes
a critical assessment of the performance of President
Hamid Karzai and his government, and the efforts made
by the international community, the US and its NATO
and non-NATO allies in particular, to stabilise, rebuild
and secure Afghanistan as a viable state. In addition, it
examines critically the role played by Australia in the
conflict.
The conclusions are far-reaching, with relevance to anyone
interested in the interconnectedness of many contemporary
issues—governance, democratisation, development, the
role of the media, and counterinsurgency.
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JULY 2010
Halim Rane

Islamic Studies Series
ISLAM AND
CONTEMPORARY CIVILISATION
Evolving Ideas, Transforming Relations

DR HALIM RANE is
the Deputy Director
of the Griffith Islamic
Research Unit and a
lecturer in the National
Centre of Excellence for
Islam Studies at Griffith
University, Queensland.

Islam and Contemporary Civilisation examines the most
complex debates and dilemmas facing Islam today, both
internally and in its relations with Western civilisation.
Halim Rane provides a concise and comprehensive
introduction to Islam and modern developments in
Muslim thought, and tackles questions of Islamic law,
human rights, democracy, jihad and the Israel-Palestine
conflict in the context of Islam-West relations.
In confronting these challenging issues, Rane proposes
a way forward that has far-reaching implications for
advancing mutual understanding and finding common
ground between the Muslim world and the West.
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JULY 2010
Samina Yasmeen

Islamic Studies Series
MUSLIMS IN AUSTRALIA

The Dynamics of Exclusion and Inclusion

SAMINA YASMEEN
is the Director of the
Centre for Muslim
States and Societies
and a Professor of
Political Science and
International Relations
at the University of
Western Australia,
Perth.

Muslims in Australia have attracted increased attention
as citizens in the last decade. The research scholars in
this book present a complex and dynamic picture of
their presence and experiences in Australia, taking us
far beyond simplistic notions of security threats and
discrimination.
Their contributions reveal that Muslims and nonMuslims, as individuals and communities, display many
different attitudes towards each other and towards
many issues, including reactions to the media, threats of
terrorism and access to Islamic schools.
The non-Muslim community does not always set the
agenda for these interactions: Muslims experience
exclusion while excluding others at the same time, often
other Muslims. Muslims in Australia portrays the varied
ways in which Muslims traverse spaces of inclusion and
exclusion, and suggests ideas to encourage and sustain
acceptance and social cohesion.
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FEBRUARY 2010
Shahram Akbarzadeh

Islamic Studies Series
CHALLENGING IDENTITIES

Muslim Women in Australia

SHAHRAM
AKBARZADEH
is Deputy Director
(International)of the
Alfred Deakin Institute
for Citizenship and
Globalisation at Deakin
University.

Muslim women in Australia are at the forefront
of a culture war, and not necessarily by choice. As
visible representatives of Islam, veiled women face
discrimination and abuse, and carry the stigma of a
culture frequently deemed unacceptable and inferior.
Despite these adverse conditions, Muslim women have
demonstrated a remarkable resilience by maintaining
their presence in the public domain and by continuing
to make a positive contribution to Australia. The
experiences of Muslim women in Australia cannot be
typecast as a sisterhood of oppressed females.
Challenging Identities questions the assumption of
incompatible ‘Australian values’ and ‘Islamic values’, and
provides valuable first-person accounts from the lives of
Muslim women in Australia.
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FEBRUARY 2010

Islamic Studies Series

Halim Rane, Jacqui Ewart
& Mohamad Abdalla

HALIM RANE is the
Deputy Director of the
Griffith University Islamic
Research Unit and a lecturer
in the National Centre of
Excellence in Islamic Studies
at Griffith University.

ISLAM AND THE
AUSTRALIAN NEWS MEDIA

Few issues have captured media headlines over the past
two decades like Islam and Muslims, and much of what
the Australian public knows about Islam and its followers
is gleaned from the mass media. Islam and the Australian
News Media tackles head-on the Australian news media’s
treatment of Islam and Muslims.
This incisive collection brings together the research and
insights of academics, editors and journalists on the
representation of Islam and its impact on social relations,
the newsworthiness of Muslim issues and the complexities
of covering Islam. Importantly, Islam and the Australian
News Media also explores how Muslim communities in
Australia are responding to their image in the Australian
news media.
This book is a must-read for all those interested in the
relationship between media and society.

JACQUI EWART is a senior
lecturer in journalism and
media studies at Griffith
University.
MOHAMAD ABDALLA
is the Founding Director
of the Griffith University
Islamic Research Unit,
Director of the Queensland
Node of the National Centre
of Excellence for Islamic
Studies Australia and an
Associate Professor at the
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Benjamin MacQueen presents an innovative and indepth look at contemporary conflict resolution in
the Arab Middle East, developing a unique theory of
political culture through his analysis of peace processes
in Lebanon and Algeria. Moving beyond conventional
perspectives, Political Culture and Conflict Resolution in
the Arab World highlights that while culture can serve as
a key to resolving and transforming conflict, if neglected,
it can act to worsen the conditions that lead to conflict.
This book represents a critical advance in the study of
conflict and its resolution in the Arab World.
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Identity, Education and Belonging examines the social
and educational experiences of Arab and Muslim
Australian youth against a wider political backdrop.
Arab and Muslim Australian youth have long faced
considerable social obstacles in their journey towards
full integration, but as the discourse of insecurity
surrounding these conflicts intensifies, so too do the
difficulties they face in Australian society. Events such
as the war in Iraq, Australia’s presence in Afghanistan
and perceptions of Iran as a nuclear threat—together
with domestic events such as the Cronulla riots—place
Arabs and Muslims at the centre of global instability and
exacerbate feelings of tension and anxiety.
At a time when fear and confusion permeate their
experiences, Identity, Education and Belonging is an allimportant study of the lives of Muslim and Arab youth
in Australia.
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Reform, by definition, is not a complete break with
tradition, but a determination by scholars, activists,
politicians and critical thinkers to re-claim the tenets
of their faith. Muslim communities have historically
displayed a tendency to preserve the status quo.
By contrast, the individuals and movements in Islam and
the Question of Reform are determined—often at great
personal risk—to push aside existing political and social
elites and the historically accepted interpretations of
Islam and its place in society.
The perspectives examined in this volume avoid
superficial or apologetic examinations of Islam’s political
and social role. Instead, they meticulously scrutinise
the religion’s public role, often questioning the validity
of dogmas that have acted as tools of empowerment for
existing elites for centuries.
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